TI’IC Joint Declaration of the CooPeration Forum of Religions in Finland on
The (nited Nations (_onvention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRQO) at the 20 years Jubilee in 2009

CHILDREN'S RIGHT TO THE SACRED

Tlnc CooPcration Forum of Rcligions in [Finland carries the same rcsPonsibility for children as that cxPrcssccl in

the (Convention on the Riglﬁts of the Children (CRQO). The CRC was signecl by the UN member nations in 1989.

Jtis the clutg of parents to Provide their children with the best Possib]c life. Divcrsitg, globalization and constant

changc characterize our society and culture. This intensifies the concern over the status and future of children.

The UN Convcntion on the Rights of the Cl—nlc] stresses social security, ethical progress, guiclance and support
and children’s right to scl{;cxpression. Childhood is the foundation of the entire human life span. T herefore
a child has the rfght to a harmonious childhood, and she/he doesn’t need to “become something” in order to be
cligniFiecl. [t is the clutg of the adults to create the kind of environment where a child may feel her/himself secure
and loved. A child has the riglnt to express her/his opinion, and a child must also be heard and rcsPectcd. T here
must also be equal oPPortuni’cics for the boys and girls in the society and thcirgiven communities. | he imPortancc
of the Familg is crucial in the clcveloPmcnt and education of the child. T he mothers and the fathers of the children
are to be encouraged to fulfill their obligation as parents.

Socicty should support the families in their dcmancling task of raising children. Jtis the dutg of the society to
Proviclc the child with a goocl environment Forgrowing up, including lﬁigh—qualitg earlg and Primarg schools and
all-around education based on those Princip]es. E_vcrtv,, child has the rig]wt to a carefree and haPPfj childhood.

I ach child grows up in her/his given rcligious or world-view tradition. She /he has the riglﬁt to erjog the
uPbringing and education of her/his given tradition. []e/she has the rigl—lt to cn_jog rc|igious or secular education
accorcling]g, including the riglﬂt to a broader overall education to learn about other rcligions and world views.
|n Finland that means the rigl’rt to religious education in the schools. T he children’s right to freedom of thouglﬂt,
freedom of conscience, and freedom of rcligion should be honored. |t is the duty of the parents and
the caretakers to support and guidc the child in using these rights.

T he child should be Protcctccl from influences that lead to ethnic, rc!igious, or other kinds of discrimination. |t is
the clutg of the teacher to bring up the children in the sPirit of f:ricnclslwi[:), peace and universal respect between
the nations and religions‘ T he aimis a balanced cultural identitg accomPanicd by unclcrstancling and tolerance of
others and acceptance of divcrsitg. The vigour and abilities of the parents, caretakers, teachers and the students
should be directed to serve one’s ncighbors and the creation that we all share in our common world. Bg growing
’cogctlﬂcr we are creating a world without violence and we are builcling briclgcs over the societal and cultural

chasms. |n our multireligious world we want to bring our children into mutual dia]ogue and respect.

We are Promoting the realization of the rights of the child in our communities.
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